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Dear IFAI Members,
Welcome to the fiscal 2019 Industrial Fabrics Association International 
(IFAI) Annual Report. We’re excited to share with you several of IFAI’s 
accomplishments in the past 12 months (June 2018–May 2019).

As you know, our industries are in the midst of change and we are 
eagerly embracing those changes as we evolve and improve as your 
Association. Over the last year, we’ve developed several new member 
benefits designed to enhance membership value and the return on your 
investment. Here are just a few of the things we’ve been working on:

• Textile Industry Retirement Plan, an exclusive benefit for U.S. IFAI member 
companies. The plan offers competitive pricing, time and money savings 
and makes it easier for member companies to launch a 401(k) plan.

• Energy Consulting Services through APPI Energy, an energy 
procurement consulting service, available to IFAI member companies.

• Savings on all materials needed to become ISO certified through  
our partner, The Standards Stores. This includes tool kits, training  
and materials.

• Marine Fabricators Business Insurance tailored to the Marine Fabricators 
Association division members. This program offers competitive pricing 
for coverage on property, inland marine, general liability and more. 
We plan to rollout similar plans for members in each division.

• Savings on standard and guaranteed LTL freight shipments  
through PartnerShip®.

• Coming Soon: Textile Industry Health Plan that leverages 
member companies as a large group to secure rates and 
coverages that are better than local markets are able to offer.

We continue to focus on advancing our mission by spending 
more than $8 million for professional development, member 
programming and advocacy to help you grow and prosper.

On the next several pages, we’ll dive deeper into our member benefits and  
the activities of each IFAI division. As you can imagine, it takes engaged 
groups of volunteers and an excellent team to develop and manage  
the member programs and services that IFAI offers.

Your feedback is important as we develop ways to improve your  
member experience. We invite new ideas and appreciate your  
insight about what matters to you. 

Thank you for being an IFAI member!

Steve Schiffman
IFAI President and CEO

+1 651 225 6952

Steve Schiffman
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Your Success is Our Mission
Since 1912, members have relied on IFAI for market-specific 
solutions that help them maximize their businesses. IFAI is a 
member-owned, member-driven trade association representing 
the global industrial fabrics industry. IFAI invested more than $8 
million in fiscal year 2019 in programming and benefits with the 
laser-sharp focus of helping our members become more successful 
which, in turn, ultimately advances the industry. 

Global Objectives
The following goals and objectives were developed by the IFAI 
Board of Directors—the legal governing body of the association—
whose sole responsibility is to represent and act in the best interests 
of both the membership and the association. 

IFAI will achieve and/or maintain
• Member growth and retention
• Creation of new digital content platforms
• Increased IFAI Expo participation
• Responsible management of financial assets
• Increased member satisfaction rating

Vision
To advance the specialty and technical textile industries and the 
prosperity of our members.
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Market Segments and Divisions
IFAI is made up of approximately 1,600 
member companies from around the 
world. Each company selects one or more 
divisions that represent areas of interest. 
Members can capitalize on large-scale 
association benefits by being part of 
the combined buying power of IFAI’s 
member companies while receiving 
market-specific support. This association 
structure has proven successful for 
members because they can leverage IFAI 
benefits while making the most of their 
own business resources.

Talk to an IFAI Membership Professional 
to find out how IFAI membership can 
benefit you and your organization. 
Contact membership@ifai.com to  
learn more.

Advanced Textiles

• Advanced Textiles Products (ATP)
• Military Division (MIL)
• Narrow Fabrics Institute (NFI)
• United States Industrial Fabrics Institute (USIFI)

Shade and Weather Protection

• Fabric Structures Association (FSA)
• Professional Awning Manufacturers 

Association (PAMA)
• Tent Rental Division (TRD)

Specialty Fabrics

• Equipment Division (EQP) 
• Fabric Graphics Association (FGA) 
• Makers Division (Makers)
• Marine Fabricators Association (MFA) 
• Tarp Association (TA)

Geosynthetics

• Geosynthetic Materials Association (GMA)

Country Sectors

• IFAI Canada 
• IFAI Japan 
• IFAI New Zealand (OFPANZ)

Find a Member. Solve a Problem.
View our online directory at IFAI.com/Members
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Member Advantage
IFAI provides members with access to world-class events, well-informed 
industry publications, robust educational opportunities, peer-to-peer 
networking opportunities, business resources developed specifically to help 
your business grow and prosper, industry advocacy when you need a voice 
and so much more. We work with members to provide sourcing solutions and 
referrals throughout the sales and production cycle. We deliver timely industry 
content to help you stay informed about your marketplace. Our divisions provide 
market-specific activities and additional benefits to our members.

5Working Together to Advance Your Industry
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Textile Industry Retirement Plan 
The Textile Industry Retirement Plan has been created exclusively for IFAI 
members. The plan acts as one large 401(k) plan and is treated as such from  
a government-reporting perspective. When your company joins the plan, 
your employees have access to a suite of competitive investment options. 
Most of the administrative duties fall to the plan, saving your business 
valuable time and resources. Avoid administrative burdens and expenses 
that may be associated with a standalone plan.

APPI Energy Consulting Services
APPI Energy provides data-driven procurement solutions that reduce and 
manage electricity and natural gas supply costs for members on an ongoing 
basis. Every day, APPI Energy identifies the wide range of energy supplier 
prices across the U.S. and utilizes that data to provide the lowest prices 
available among many vetted, competing suppliers. APPI Energy offers a  
full array of efficiency measures to reduce and track your consumption. 

Business AdvantEdge
Members receive significant savings across a wide variety of products  
and services such as:

• Fleet fuel and other energy savings programs for home and office
• Office supplies, furniture and technology equipment
• Payroll processing, workers compensation and other HR services
• Workwear and uniforms
• Cellular and mobile broadband
• Truck and equipment rentals

PartnerShip®

Ship smarter and stay competitive! Receive exclusive shipping discounts  
with this complimentary member benefit. 

• Discounted small package shipping with select services from FedEx 
Express, FedEx Ground and FedEx Home Delivery®

• Savings on standard and guaranteed LTL freight shipments with UPS 
Freight, YRC Freight and others

• Competitive rates on full and partial truckload shipments using quality 
national and specialized carriers

InfoCentral
IFAI’s InfoCentral is your access to the specialty fabrics marketplace—
connecting you to suppliers and manufacturers to bolster your bottom line, 
help you solve problems and build your business. Industry member solutions 
are a phone call away, just one of the many benefits of being an IFAI member.

APPI
energy

Member Benefit Programs
IFAI membership connects you with a varied marketplace of services. The following programs 
are designed to offer IFAI members exclusive access and discounts on business services.
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Marine Fabricators Business Insurance Program
This business insurance program is tailored to Marine Fabricators Association 
(MFA) members and your unique risks and exposures. Insurance options are 
offered through IFAI’s insurance broker, Marsh & McLennan Agency.

Options include:
• Property
• Inland marine
• General liability
• Auto liability
• Workers compensation/employers liability
• Cyber liability
• Employment Practices Liability Insurance (EPLI)

IFAI plans to roll out similar programs for members in each division. 

Textile Career Center
This initiative is aimed toward textile industry job seekers and employers. For 
job seekers, it offers numerous outlets to find job openings within the textile 
industry as well as access to a learning center, reference checking, resume 
writing and career coaching. For employers, this is the perfect place to post 
job openings and find top candidates to fill open positions. Post resumes for 
free. IFAI members receive a discounted rate on job postings.

Textile Industry Health Plan—Coming Soon
IFAI is developing the Textile Industry Health Plan that member companies 
can access and offer to employees. The idea behind this Association Health 
Plan is to leverage members as a large group to secure rates and coverages 
that will be better than the local markets.

We are working with a national broker and national insurance carrier. The 
health care provider network will be extensive and will be in all U.S. markets. 
The plan will have a menu of options regarding coverage, deductibles and 
copays. In addition, the plan will have options for dental, vision and other 
ancillary insurance products.

ISO Certification Program
IFAI has partnered with The Standards Stores to help members achieve ISO 
certification with a discount on products and a commitment to support. 
Certification to ISO standards (like ISO 9001) can set you apart from 
your competition and improve your processes. Standards Stores provide 
documentation templates and training to assist organizations in achieving  
and maintaining ISO certification. 

CardConnect
Members receive simple, secure and reliable payment acceptance. This 
program provides custom, cost effective solutions for members that are 
already accepting or looking to accept credit cards. Benefits include level II 
and level III wholesale pricing, faster funding, real-time reporting and more.

Marine Fabricators
Business Insurance 

Standards
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Joint NFI and USIFI Government  
Relations Initiatives Continued:

• Supported and informed members 
during 301 China Tariff Investigations.

• Kept members informed of critical 
government relations activities with 
action alerts, webinars and Government 
Relations Committee.

• Represented member interests through 
Industry Trade Advisory Center (ITAC) 
participation and relationships with other 
nonprofit and government organizations. 

• Planned future lobby day events. 

• Held the very successful Outlook® 
Conference in May 2019 at the Ritz-
Carlton, Reynolds–Lake Oconee, GA.

• Provided education at IFAI Expo 2018 
with show floor programs such as Smart 
Textile Deconstruction sessions.

• Sponsored 15th annual Student Design 
Challenge to highlight rising stars in the 
industry. Winning students were able to 
present their projects at IFAI Expo 2018.

• The exclusive Advanced Textiles Products 
Market Report was released at IFAI Expo 
2018 to share insight on market trends, 
size, threats and opportunities.

• Continued relationships with like-
minded organizations such as with the 
Advanced Functional Fabrics of America 
(AFFOA) and universities.

• Kept members informed of critical 
government relations activities.

• Serves as industry sales agent for 
abrasion rods (also referred to as hex 
rods) for testing seatbelt abrasion 
resistance as stated in 49 CFR 571.209 
Standard No. 209; and for testing webbing 
abrasion resistance as stated in ASTM 
D6770, Section 6.1.2. 

• The Narrow Fabrics Institute Market 
Report was released at IFAI Expo 2018 
to share insight on market trends. This 
report is exclusive to NFI members.

Joint NFI and USIFI Government  
Relations Initiatives:

• Continued to protect and monitor 
changes to the Berry Amendment with 
the Berry Amendment Textile Coalition.

• Attended events such as the Defense 
Logistics Agency (DLA) meeting, Joint 
Advanced Planning Brief for Industry 
(JAPBI) to build industry presence and 
relationships as a notable resource within 
the military market.

• Gained division and member visibility with 
a table at the 2019 SHOT Show Supplier 
Showcase and provided members with the 
opportunity to sponsor and share the space 
for the shooting and firearms industry. 

• Held third Military Morning at  
Outlook® Conference providing vital 
industry education and connections. 
Education topics included an 
understanding of the DoD Budget, the  
ins and outs of the Berry Amendment  
and an update from the DLA.

U.S. Industrial Fabrics 
InstituteNarrow Fabrics Institute

Military Division

63 members
46 members

77 members

IFAI.com/ATP

IFAI.com/USIndustrialFabrics

IFAI.com/Military

IFAI.com/NarrowFabrics

The Advanced Textiles market segment serves 
those divisions which deal primarily with technology 
and specialty fabrics–covering markets such as 
safety, medical, interactive, military, new technology, 
specifications, testing and much more. The new “smart” 
fabrics find a home in this segment as well.

395
total members

Advanced Textiles Products

209 members

ADVANCED TEXTILES
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M
ARKET HIGHLIGHTS

IFAI Expo/Advanced Textiles Conference
Advanced Textiles Conference is the fastest-growing event at 
IFAI Expo. Each year, professionals from the industry gather for 
education tracks, networking and the annual Advanced Textiles 
Reception. This event is a tremendous venue to immerse 
yourself in an important area of the industry.

Outlook® Conference
Outlook® Conference is the textile industry’s leading 
roundtable gathering place. Each year, the U.S. Industrial 
Fabrics Institute and Narrow Fabrics Institute sponsor the 
conference, which features legislative updates, regulatory 
information, networking and C-level discussions about the 
industry for the coming year. It’s not to be missed.

Smart Fabrics Summit
IFAI and the U.S. Department of Commerce partner to foster 
greater collaboration between the U.S. apparel, technology 
and textile industries and to identify the public policies that 
can accelerate the design and manufacturing of smart fabrics 
products by U.S. companies. This event builds on the success 
of previous Smart Fabrics Summits and highlights emerging 
trends and new technology in this growing market.

Webinars
Monthly webinars are run by IFAI’s Divisions on a wide 
variety of topics like: the Berry Amendment and military 
specifications, evolving the landscape of advanced textiles, 
outdoor fabric graphics, OSHA standards and many more.

Advanced Textiles Source
Advanced Textiles Source is the voice of the Advanced Textiles 
market. This bi-weekly e-newsletter points readers to the hot 
spots in the industry with articles that highlight innovative 
products and companies.

®
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• Hosted the Manufacturing for Good 
Demo Booth at IFAI Expo 2018, featuring 
a live factory manufacturing duffel bags 
for charity.

• Provided equipment education at 
IFAI workshops on sewing machine 
maintenance, fabric welding,  
digitizing patterns, sewing machine 
needles and more.

• Hosted webinars on “Understanding 
Fabric Welding,” providing equipment 
education, welding applications, ROI 
calculations and “The Cutting Room” 
explaining fabric cutting technology.

• Participated in IFAI Expo and Shot Show 
trade shows to increase IFAI member 
exposure and potential for equipment sales.

• Hosted Marine Fabricators Conference in 
Jan. 2019 with 273 in attendance.

• Hosted three regional workshops, which 
drew 44-81 attendees and 14-18 exhibitors.

• Launched the Time Standards  
Manual Web app. 

• Exhibited at the International Boatbuilders 
Exhibition and Conference (IBEX) 2018 to 
promote members of the MFA, encourage 
participation at the Marine Fabricators 
Conference and highlight the Marine 
Fabricators magazine. 

• Participated in Northeast Canvas Products 
Association (NECPA) Annual Meeting and 
Expo 2018 to offer marine education and 
promote membership and affiliation with 
the MFA. 

• Increased member exposure at the Mid-
America Trucking Show with sponsorship 
opportunities, member giveaways for fleet 
owners and truck drivers, and distribution of 
the Tarp Association membership directory.

• Held Meet and Greet to support 
membership engagement. 

• Surveyed membership for future 
planning and programming.

• Produced sewing equipment training 
videos resulting in the expansion of the 
IFAI video technical library with over 35 
new training videos. 

• Conducted research to produce industrial-
sewing machine related training booklets 
to provide basic sewing knowledge. 

• Developed sewing machine practice 
sheets test. 

• Held education sessions on graphic 
spaces and color management in 
partnership with the International  
Sign Association (ISA).

• Hosted a Meet and Greet at the  
ISA Sign Expo 2019 to support 
membership engagement. 

• Increased awareness of fabrics graphics 
by exhibiting at the ISA Sign Expo 2019.

Equipment Division

Tarp Association

Fabric Graphics Association

63 members

97 members

87 members

IFAI.com/Equipment

IFAI.com/TarpIFAI.com/Marine

IFAI.com/FabricGraphics

Makers Division 

28 members

IFAI.com/Makers

The Specialty Fabrics market segment is made up of the 
divisions that supply and manufacture end products. These 
specialty fabrics include nautical interior and exterior and 
tarps of virtually every kind. Members have enjoyed tailored, 
valuable information provided through events, educational 
workshops, webinars, live demos and exhibitions.

585
total members

SPECIALTY FABRICS 
Marine Fabricators 
Association

310 members
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M
ARKET HIGHLIGHTS

IFAI Expo
The industry’s “show of record” brings hundreds of exhibitors 
and thousands of attendees to venues around the U.S. for 
three days, providing a complete look at the textile industry. 
Specialty fabrics are perhaps the largest part of Expo, with the 
majority of the event’s exhibitors and attendees gathering for 
education pertaining to this market segment.

Marine Fabricators Conference
The Marine Fabricators Association sponsors this important 
event, which helps division members grow their businesses 
through education. From business strategies to design 
concepts and canvas innovations, the Marine Fabricators 
Conference is a well-respected event with proven impact on 
the bottom lines of attendees.

Women in Textiles Summit
This leadership conference is for men and women in the 
industrial fabrics industry; this event addresses challenges, 
successes and opportunities through an interactive agenda.

Specialty Fabrics Review 
There’s only one Specialty Fabrics Review magazine. Since 
1915, IFAI’s flagship publication has chronicled the entire 
supply chain through features, education and information  
in what truly is the textile industry’s publication of record.  
Bi-weekly e-newsletters are also available to readers.

Marine Fabricator 
This bi-monthly publication is dedicated to custom canvas 
professionals and the work they do on boat interiors and 
exteriors. Marine fabric craftsmanship is truly an art and IFAI 
proudly supports the work of this industry through the official 
publication of the Marine Fabricators Association. Bi-weekly 
e-newsletters are also available to readers.

REVIE
WSpecialty Fabrics

Specialty Fabrics
MARCH 2019

Trusted information 

through a century of change

          
 PUBLICATION

  
REVIE

W
REVIE

WSpecialty Fabrics

Specialty Fabrics

Specialty Fabrics
MARCH 2019

Trusted information 

through a century of change

          
 PUBLICATION

  

SUBSCRIBE at SpecialtyFabricsReview.com

$12 US | $17 CAN

EXTREME 

SPORTS
tougher textiles

THREAD, YARN, 

TECHNOLOGY

for sustainable 

performance and comfort

2019

STATE OF THE 

INDUSTRY

11 key markets

Shane Cossette
 keeps TRS Industries 

growing 

and innovating with the right fabrics, t
he right 

installations and the right people. 

YOU'R
EREVIEWREVIEWREVIEW

Specialty Fabrics
Specialty Fabrics

SUBSCRIBE at SpecialtyFabricsReview.com

FEBRUARY 2019

Trusted information 

through a century of change

$12 US | $17 CAN

           P
UBLICATION

  

A strong SERVE

Paul Aumento relies on both employees and customers 

to keep Creative Texti
le Solutions a responsive, 

market-driven, value-added manufacturer. 

SPECIAL ISSUE

IN

FROM CUSTOM TO CUSTOMER

New technologies, new techniques, new fabrics, 

new marketing, new markets and customers that 

want custom quality fast—where are the growth 

areas, and how do you stay on top of them?

REVIEW
Specialty FabricsSpecialty Fabrics

JANUARY 2019

Trusted information 

through a century of change

           PUBLICATION  
REVIEWREVIEW

           PUBLICATION  

SUBSCRIBE at SpecialtyFabricsReview.com

$12 US | $17 CAN

WORKING 
INNOVATION

unique approaches

URBAN RENEWAL
the social fabric

WOMEN’S WORK
becoming an industry leader

Melynda Norman-Lee builds on a strong 

foundation to keep customers involved 

and stay focused on the big picture 

for J J L Events Inc. 

REVIEW
Specialty FabricsSpecialty Fabrics APRIL 2019

Trusted information 
through a century of change

REVIEWREVIEW
Specialty FabricsSpecialty FabricsSpecialty Fabrics APRIL 2019

Trusted information 
through a century of change

SUBSCRIBE at SpecialtyFabricsReview.com

$12 US | $17 CAN

CRAFTING

Emilio Petrongolo describes
a typical work day at Ombrasole 

as being in a “continuous creation 
mode,” focusing on custom 

quality and innovation. 

ONE OF A KIND
planning for profi ts

PERFORMANCE
WITH STYLE

up-to-date upholstery

2019
SPECIALTY 

FABRICS 
SHOWCASE

PART 1

           PUBLICATION  

MarineFabricator
PUBLICATION

Nov/Dec 2018

PRODUCT DIRECTORY

Find the products you need for 

your business. P18

COMPANY DIRECTORY

Contact information for companies 

listed in the product directory. P56

SUPPLIER SPOTLIGHT

A closer look at key suppliers 

in the marine industry. P7

SUBSCRIBE AT www.marinefabricatormag.com

$30 us | $45 can

Your complete resource for

PRODUCTS, SERVICES 

AND EQUIPMENT.

2019

BUYER’S

GUIDE

PUBLICATION

MarineFabricator

SUBSCRIBE AT www.marinefabricatormag.com

$10 us | $15 can

May/June ‘19

HEADBOARDS

Tips and inspiration

for striking wall panels. P40

PVC TRACKS

Step-by-step techniques for

bending and installation. P36

SEWING MACHINES 

Maintenance tips

to prevent downtime. P18

CUSTOM WORK

Avoiding the pitfalls

for better payback. P12

Premier Product Showcase 2019
HIGH-PERFORMING 

MARINE PRODUCTS 

Sept/Oct 2018

PUBLICATION

MOUNTING TENSION

Innovative shading options 

for boat owners P20

NEEDLES AND THREAD

Best products for 

every project P36
ZIPPERS 201
Advanced tips for 

tricky situations P30

SHOP TECHNIQUES

Top projects from 

the year  P48

$10 us | $15 can

MarineFabricator

SHOP TECHNIQUES

Top projects from 

the year  P48NEEDLES AND THREAD

Best products for 

every project P36
ZIPPERS 201
Advanced tips for 

tricky situations P30MOUNTING TENSION

Innovative shading options 

for boat owners P20

Sept/Oct 2018

SUBSCRIBE AT www.marinefabricatormag.com

$10 us | $15 can

PUBLICATION

MarineFabricator

SUBSCRIBE AT www.marinefabricatormag.com

$10 us | $15 can

SEAM FINISHING
Step-by-step techniques. P42

DIGITAL VS. DRAPING
How-to tips for different
upholstery methods. P38

CANVAS REPAIRS
Repair jobs pay in profi ts
and client goodwill. P22

FLOORING OPTIONS
Choose the best fl ooring
for your projects. P16

March/April ‘19

EXCELLENCE
AWARDS

MFA FABRICATION
2019

Women in Textiles
Summit
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• Taught 10+ American Institute of 
Architects Continuing Education courses.

• Continued to support the FSA Student 
Design Challenge for the 6th year in a row. 

• Continued efforts with PAMA to reach 
out to specific American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) chapters to build  
long, lasting relationships.

• Brought together a delegation to  
R+T 2018 in Stuttgart, Germany,  
which included 15+ members at  
this event which happens every  
three years.

• Continued code committee efforts. 

• Participated in shade education  
at IFAI Expo 2018. 

• Maintained six active committee groups 
in various areas of the industry.

• Taught 15+ American Institute of 
Architects Continuing Education Courses.

• Provided education at Zone Conferences.

• Continued code committee efforts.

• Active in the Attachments Energy Rating 
Council (AERC).

• Conducted several webinars.

• Continued to support the PAMA Student 
Design Challenge.

• Led several education sessions at IFAI 
Expo 2018.

• Delegation to R+T 2018 in Stuttgart, 
Germany brought 15+ members together. 

• Hosted Tent Expo 2019 in Orlando, FL, 
which brought more than 500 attendees.

• Continued work with the Special Event 
Work Group sponsored by the Fire Code 
Action Committee (F-CAC) committee of 
the International Code Council (ICC).

• Engaged in non-engineered tent study 
with Clemson University.

• Increased participation with new code 
official membership level.

• Revamped all educational training modules.

• Joined the Federation of Employee & 
Workers of America (FEWA).

• Partnered with the American Rental 
Association (ARA) and held a bootcamp 
training session in Minnesota. 

Tent Rental Division 

298 members

IFAI.com/FabricStructures IFAI.com/Awnings

IFAI.com/Tent

The Shade and Weather Protection market segments 
promote education and the value of members’ products 
through teaching about their products at shows, hosting 
a student design contest that both promotes the industry 
and innovation and providing education to members of 
new trends, applications and solutions.

779
total members

SHADE AND W
EATHER PROTECTION

Professional Awning 
Manufacturers Association 

Fabric Structures 
Association 

309 members172 members
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M
ARKET HIGHLIGHTS

IFAI Expo
As is the case with IFAI’s other market segments, Shade  
and Weather Protection has a strong presence at the annual 
IFAI Expo. Exhibitors, education offerings, speakers, new 
product displays and, of course, unbeatable networking  
are just a few ways Expo supports the shade industry.

Tent Expo
Held every two years, Tent Expo is the primary event for 
the shade and weather protection industries to gather for 
tent displays, exhibits, seminars, hands-on education and 
networking. IFAI supports the industry through this event and 
Tent Conference, which is held in even-numbered years.

Fabric Architecture
This is the official publication of the Professional Awning 
Manufacturers Association (PAMA) and the Fabric Structures 
Association (FSA). Published as a monthly e-newsletter, Fabric 
Architecture is devoted to promoting the benefits of fabric as 
an innovative building material. Fabric Architecture Specifier’s 
Guide is an annual printed publication that features buyers 
guide information on products and services.

InTents
IFAI supports the Shade and Weather Protection segment 
through this bi-monthly publication, dedicated to those who 
stage and host safe, successful tented events. Informative 
articles, industry news, trend reporting and features make 
this publication a strong advocate for an important and 
fashionable industry. Bi-weekly e-newsletters are also 
available to readers.S
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events in tents 
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april / m
ay 2019

Tips and techniques

Take better photos of your installations, 

even with just a smartphone.

Streamlined

How a focus on operations management 

has helped one company work effi ciently.

Reader’s Choice Awards 2019

Check out the winning companies, 

plus bonus reader picks!

IT’S ALL 

ACADEMIC

SERVING THE SCHOOL MARKET, 

FROM CEREMONY SETUPS TO 

GRAD PARTY TRENDS

POMP & PARTIES
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dec 2018 / jan 2019

Premier Product Showcase

The products you need for 

extraordinary tented events.

Tent Expo preview

Check out the new educational lineup 

topping the agenda.

Dazzling event lighting

Experts shine a light on event

lighting trends.

WATERFRONT 

WEDDING
OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

IAA WINNER

S
u

b
sc

ri
b

e
 a

t 
w

w
w

.In
Te

n
ts

M
a

g
.c

o
m

 •
 $

10
 U

S
 | 

$
15

 C
A
N

Your complete 

source for 
events in tents 

PUBLICATION  

oct / nov 2018

Tented garden party

Installation navigates obstructions 

including trees, fountains and sculptures.Women in the tent industry

More women take leading roles as

career opportunities expand.Keder revolution

The benefi ts of keder are key to the 

progress of tent technology.

A SEAT AT 
THE TABLE

EVENT FURNITURE THAT ADDS 

VARIETY, DRAMA AND CLASS

TABLES AND CHAIRS
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Your complete 
source for 
events in tents 

PUBLICATION  

aug / sept 2018

Basic training
Training new employees? Don’t shortcut 
safety and product-specifi c education.

Clearspan tent market
Clearspan systems grow in demand and 
availability in North American markets.

Tenting for tradeshows
For tents, tradeshows are a good—
and complicated—business.

A ROOFTOP 
HOT SPOT
A BOLD TENTING CONCEPT OFFERS 

SHELTER WITH SCENIC VIEWS

MONOPITCH STRUCTURE

$40 US | $55 CAN$40 US | $55 CAN

SUBSCRIBE  FabricArchitectureMag.com

DESIGN FOR STRUCTURE AND SHADE

PUBLICATION  

DESIGN FOR STRUCTURE AND SHADE

PUBLICATIONPUBLICATION

DESIGN FOR STRUCTURE AND SHADEDESIGN FOR STRUCTURE AND SHADE

 Supplier Directory

 Product Listings

 Fabric Specifi er Charts

Specifi er’s GuideSpecifi er’s Guide

2019

PROJECT
STUDIES

EXPO 
TENT
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The Geosynthetics market segment promotes the use of 
geosynthetics to geotechnical, civil and geoengineering 
communities through education, marketing, networking 
and advocacy. GMA offers members a wealth of valuable 
connections, education and insight helping members 
navigate and prosper in one of the fastest-growing markets.

86
total members

GEOSYNTHETICS

• 2018 FAA Reauthorization act was signed 
by U.S. President Donald Trump; Sec. 588 
was titled Geosynthetic materials.

• Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) received 
the GMA Leader of the Year award, for his 
work on the IMAGINE Act and support of 
innovative materials. 

• Conducted 53 meetings on Capitol 
Hill: 20 U.S. Senate and 33 U.S. House 
meetings. Advocated for the passage 
of the IMAGINE Act and a well-funded 
transportation infrastructure package.

• GMA worked closely with the FAA to 
oversee the installation of a 300 ft test 
section that included Geotextile and 
Geogrid products. 

Geosynthetic Materials Association

86 members

• GMA conducted three state visits to Alaska, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming. Members met 
with state regulatory agencies, industry 
groups and elected offices.

• Actively participates as friends of the 
following committees; AASHTO SOM TS-
4e, ASTM D35, and NTPEP’s Geosynthetics 
(GTX-REGEO) and Erosion Control 
Products (ECP).

• Maintained strong relationships with 
American Road & Transportation Builders 
Association (ARTBA), National Asphalt 
Pavement Association (NAPA), and America 
Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC).

• Barry Christopher delivered the 2nd 
Koerner Lecture at the 2019 Geosynthetics 
Conference in Houston.

Geosynthetics Conference
The Geosynthetics Conference unites the industry by 
sharing developments across the geotechnical, civil and 
geoengineering communities. Connect with more than a 
thousand industry professionals on the show floor and through 
short courses, plenary sessions, technical papers, roundtables 
and panel discussions presented by industry experts.

Geosynthetics
This bi-monthly publication is devoted to advancing this fast-
growing market segment. Whether it’s products, services or 
applications you’re looking for, and whether you’re an engineer, 
distributor, contractor or developer, you’ll find everything you need 
in Geosynthetics. This publication is designed with professionals in 
mind and is a powerful advocate for the geosynthetics field.  
Bi-weekly e-newsletters are also available to readers.

IFAI.com/Geosynthetics

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

VOLUME 36 NUMBER 4

SUBSCRIBE AT

GeosyntheticsMagazine.com

GeosyntheticsA PUBLICATION OF

$19 US | $25 CAN

LAWMAKER DIGS GEO

U.S. Rep. Westerman 

talks geosynthetics

PMG FOR BAUXITE STORAGE

Composite liner systems in 

mining applications

ASTM D7005 OUTDATED?

Thiel makes the case for 

an update

GBL for ore 

processing

Geotextile containment 

at ore waste facility

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2018

VOLUME 36 NUMBER 5

SUBSCRIBE AT

GeosyntheticsMagazine.com

Geosynthetics
A PUBLICATION OF

$19 US | $25 CAN

APRIL/MAY 2019

VOLUME 37 NUMBER 2

SUBSCRIBE AT

GeosyntheticsMagazine.com

Geosynthetics
A PUBLICATION OF

$19 US | $25 CAN

MOUNTAIN 

REINFORCEMENT

Yeager Airport 

Expanding a lakeside 

road with a reinforced 

soil slope 

MULTISPAN 

GRSIBS

Evaluating performance

GEOCELLREINFORCED 

RAP BASES

Large-scale studies
GMA TECHLINE
Your geo questions 
answered

QUARTERCENTURY 
GEOMEMBRANE

Geomembrane lasting power

REVITALIZING A 
CALIFORNIA RESERVOIR

Palos Verdes revisited

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2019
VOLUME 37 NUMBER 1
SUBSCRIBE AT
GeosyntheticsMagazine.com

Geosynthetics
A PUBLICATION OF

Lake Michigan 
bluff erosion 

protection

$19 US | $25 CAN

Conference
Geosynthetics  
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we’ve ever been associated with.

IFAI is one of

MOST USEFUL ORGANIZATIONS
THE GREATEST AND

Michael Reilly
OWNER/CEO

Joe Reilly
PRODUCTION MANAGER

Dan Reilly
INSTALLATIONS MANAGER

Miami Awning Co.
 member since 1940
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• IFAI Canada Expo 2018, held in Montreal, 
Canada, welcomed more than 200 
attendees and 25 exhibitors.

• Held Annual Meeting in July 2018, in 
Osaka, Japan. 

• Held forum, with a presentation by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce and 
U.S. Consulate General, Osaka-Kobe, 
regarding IBP International Buyers 
Program in Osaka, also in July 2018.

• Held Product Show Case in January in 
Osaka, during which three IFAI Expo 
exhibitors introduced their products to 
Japanese members.

• Held Spring Event in Osaka and Tokyo in 
March 2019, welcoming IFAI President 
and CEO Steve Schiffman. 

• Compiled the English/Japanese specialty 
fabrics handbook 2018.

• Launched a newly-designed website.

• OFPANZ provides a range of benefits 
to our members, including access to 
networking opportunities, training 
programs and a chance to have an 
“industry voice” at a local, national and 
international levels. 

• OFPANZ provides members with a forum 
for increasing their industry knowledge, 
developing new skills, legislation, 
technology and networking with other 
like-minded companies. Members can 
take advantage of apprenticeship and 
management training programs, stay 
informed and become recognized as 
industry professionals.

IFAI Canada 

IFAI Japan

IFAI New Zealand/OFPANZ 

126 members

51 members

57 members

IFAI.com/Canada

IFAIJapan.com

OFPANZ.co.nz

The Country Sectors were set up to promote and support 
the advancement of textiles in their countries. They have 
each had many accomplishments over the last year 
including the sharing of textiles trends, applications, 
innovations and more with key stakeholders within each 
of their respective countries.

234
total members

COUNTRY SECTORS



Brenda Hagerty
C0-OWNER/PRESIDENT

Dan Villgren
C0-OWNER

Porcupine Canvas Manufacturing Ltd.
 member since 2001

so my company can stay on the

IFAI provides everything that’s

CUTTING EDGE.
NEW IN THE INDUSTRY
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1,474
Member Companies

123,959
Publication Readers

 32,907 Specialty Fabrics Review
 13,915 Fabric Architecture
 33,325 Geosynthetics
 31,365 InTents
 12,447 Marine Fabricator

35
Board of Directors

25+
Advisory Committees

13,066
Individual Member Contacts

36
Publication Advisory  

Board Members

163
Division Advisory  
Board Members 3

Country Sectors

IFAI Stakeholders
Board and committee members at IFAI are dedicated to the advancement 
of textiles in the numerous industries they serve. The dedication, 
expertise and guidance of board and committee members allow IFAI to 
deliver on its mission: to support the advancement of textiles product 
manufacturers and suppliers. IFAI unites members with one powerful 
voice. We provide business opportunities through increased visibility, 
education, advocacy and networking.

18

58
Staff Members
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Fabric Structures  
Association 
Chair
Marc Shellshear 
Value Vinyls
Vice Chair
Brian Dentinger 
Birdair Inc.

Geosynthetic  
Materials Association
Chair
Fred Chuck 
HUESKER Inc.
Vice Chair
Doug Brown 
Tensan Int’l Corp.

Makers Division
Chair
Brian Rowinski  
Rainier Industries Ltd.
Vice Chair
Kevin Yonce, MFC, IFM, CPP  
Shade Solutions

Marine Fabricators Association
Chair
Jonathan Chakales 
Marlen Textiles
Vice Chair
Darren Arthur, MFC 
Nautilux Custom Canvas

Military Division
Chair
Nick Rivera 
MMI Textiles Inc.
Vice Chair
Jennifer Fennell 
Polo Custom Products

Director
Dennis Bueker 
Keyston Brothers

Director
Roy Chism 
The Chism Co.

Director
Keith Gardner 
Dalco Nonwovens

Director
Scott Massey 
Awning Cleaning 
Industries

Director
Brian Rowinski 
Rainier Industries Ltd.

Director
William Morse 
Ohio Awning & Mfg. Co.

Director
David Segal 
Edward Segal Inc.

Director
Craig Zola 
Herculite Products Inc.

Narrow Fabrics Institute 
Chair
Michael Woody 
Trans-Tex LLC
Vice Chair
Scott Archibald 
Jakob Mueller of America Inc.

Professional Awning  
Manufacturers Association
Chair
Michael Gatti 
Herculite Products Inc.
Vice Chair
Barry Adams 
Peachtree Awnings

Tarp Association
Chair
Rodger Romero 
Buckles International 
Vice Chair
Rob Ennis 
Acadian Industrial Textiles

Tent Rental Division 
Chair
Brian Richardson 
L & A Tent Rentals Inc.
Vice Chair
Michael Tharpe 
Rainier Industries Ltd.

United States Industrial  
Fabrics Institute
Chair
Jim Egan 
Graniteville Specialty Fabrics
Vice Chair
Patti Bates 
Glen Raven

Advanced Textiles Products 
Chair
Amit Kapoor 
First Line Technology
Vice Chair
Chris Semonelli 
Erez USA Inc.

IFAI Canada
Chair
Brydon Roe 
Shade Sails of Canada

IFAI Japan
Chair
Toshio Katayama 
Daiichi Hanpu Co. Ltd.
Vice Chair
Hideyuki Nishikawa 
Sankei Corporation

IFAI New Zealand/OFPANZ
Chair
Kylie Glenn 
Cool Awnings

Equipment Division
Chair
Traci Evling 
JTE Machine Systems Inc.
Vice Chair
Jonathan Palmer 
Autometrix Inc.

Fabric Graphics Association
Chair
Valerie Cuchna 
Fabric Images Inc.
Vice Chair
Dan Dix 
Herculite Products Inc.

Chairman
Steve Ellington 
Trivantage LLC

1st Vice Chairman
Kathy Schaefer, IFM 
Glawe Tent and Awning Co.

2nd Vice Chairman
Amy Bircher 
MMI Textiles Inc.

Immediate Past Chair
Katie Bradford, MFC, IFM 
Custom Marine Canvas

President
Steve Schiffman 
Industrial Fabrics  
Association International

IFAI Board of Directors 

Division Advisory Board Leadership



20

Current Assets $5,444,269

Property and Equipment, net $2,203,509

Cash and cash equivalents $195,398
Investments $4,059,215
Accounts receivable, net $498,571
Inventory $27,773
Prepaid expenses $567,212
Deferred tax asset $96,100 TOTAL ASSETS

$7,647,778

ASSETS

TOTAL LIABILITIES  
AND NET ASSETS

$7,647,778

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

2018 ASSET Current Assets  $5,812,530

Property and Equipment, net $2,138,710

Other Assets  $400

Cash and cash equivalents $436,642
Investments $4,229,850
Accounts receivable, net $460,399
Inventory $29,568
Prepaid expenses $548,471
Deferred tax asset $107,600

Total
$7,951,640

2018 Liabilities 
and Net Assets Current Liabilities $3,980,006

Net Assets Undesignated $3,143,763

Net Assets Designated $827,871

Accounts payable $250,317
Accrued expenses $391,708
Deferred revenue $3,337,981

Total
$7,951,640

20

FINANCIAL

Current Liabilities $3,709,649

Deferred Solar Lease Liability $137,042

Net Assets Undesignated $3,801,087

Accounts payable $209,884
Accrued expenses $450,817
Deferred revenue $3,048,948
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IFAI Executive Management

IFAI Contacts

General Inquiries?

Steve Schiffman
President and CEO
+1 651 225 6952
saschiffman@ifai.com

Cherie Schmit
Executive Assistant to the President
+1 651 225 6985
cmschmit@ifai.com

Irina Fox
Human Resources Generalist
+1 651 225 6975
isfox@ifai.com

Amy Collins
Director of Sales and Marketing
+1 651 225 6970
amcollins@ifai.com

Andrew Aho
Vice President of New  
Business Development
+1 651 225 6907
amaho@ifai.com

Sheila Sumner
Vice President of Finance  
and Administration
+1 651 225 6915
sasumner@ifai.com

Linden Wicklund
Director of Events and  
Member Programs
+1 651 225 6920
llwicklund@ifai.com

Media, Exhibit and Sponsorship Sales
Mark Berriman, National Sales Manager
+1 651 225 6923 | meberriman@ifai.com 

Membership Engagement
Janet Atz, Membership Engagement Specialist
+1 651 225 6982 | jsatz@ifai.com

InfoCentral
Haylee Bartley, Member Programs Specialist
+1 651 225 6984 | infocentral@ifai.com

Editorial
Rebecca Post, Editorial Director
+1 651 225 6960 | bjpost@ifai.com

E-Store
+1 800 225 4324 | estore@ifai.com 

International Achievement Awards
Haylee Bartley, Member Programs Specialist
+1 651 225 6984 | hibartley@ifai.com

Certification
Haylee Bartley, Member Programs Specialist
+1 651 225 6984 | hibartley@ifai.com

Visit 
IFAI.com/Contact

or call 
+1 651 222 2508 or 800 225 4324
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